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My year as Lord Mayor 
In 2011 the people of Hoole elected me to Cheshire West and Chester 

Council.  I remained a member until the election this May when I retired 

and a younger generation of Councillors took the helm.  For the last year 

I have had the honour of being the Lord Mayor of Chester with Janet  

being the Lady  Mayoress.  This ended on 31st May when we handed 

over to a new Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress Councillor Mark Williams 

and his wife Denise. They have our very best wishes for their civic year.  

 

We have so enjoyed our busy year as Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress 

having attended about 250 events.  The neighbours have grown used to 

seeing that luxurious black Bentley parked outside our house in Hoole 

Lane and you would be surprised at the number of times we have seen 

you, members of our Church as we travelled along Hoole Road.  I       

believe The Lord wanted us to encourage and include young people, 

and so, wherever we went, I always made a bee-line for any children I 

saw.  Of course once we had engaged the children, any adults with them 

were drawn into our conversation and it was good to exchange            

experiences.  I have lost count of the number of schools we have        

engaged with. Sometimes our chauffeur took the civic sword and mace 

along to school visits, drawing gasps of admiration from the children as 

he displayed them and explained their significance and history. We do 

hope that we have been an encouragement to young people because 

soon they will have the great responsibility of being the decision-makers 

for our country.  I say this to young people, ñSoon you will be calling the 

shots! You face great challenges, climate change, air pollution,  

degradation of our eco-system, inequality and much more.  But with the 

Grace of God you will overcome them. And it is going to be so exciting - 

put your trust in Him and enjoy it!ò 



 

 Until we had taken on a civic role we didnôt understand how much we 

all depend upon volunteers. Janet and I are lost in admiration for all 

those wonderful people who are giving up their time to serve, some-

times being involved in numerous roles.  Our country would be much 

the poorer but for its 1,000ôs of volunteers. 

 

Highlights of the year? It began with Her Majesty the Queen and Her 

Royal Highness the Duchess of Sussex visiting Chester and having 

lunch with us at your Town Hall. It ended with our attending a Royal 

Garden Party at Buckingham Palace.  Janet particularly enjoyed our 

leading the Gay Pride Parade on a decorated three wheeler motor cycle 

which certainly was a fun event!  Citizenship Ceremonies are fun. So 

many people from such great countries actually want to become British 

and this is when they finally acquire the status.  But for me?  Itôs            

meeting those wonderful young people, adding to my vast óhigh fiveô 

collection.  You have to love them, donôt you? 

Alex Black 
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Hilary Shergold 

Who is this King? (Psalm 45) 

This King is Jesus  

Crucified 

Humiliated  

Dirty and blood stained  

Dead and buried 

 

This is King Jesus           

Raised from the dead 

In splendour and majesty  

Clean and white 

He is crowned 

 

King Jesus is 

Returning 

Sunshine bright 

To meet his bride, at last 

Forever. 
 

Jackie Sears       May 2019 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelism
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ɉ-ÕÍ ÔÏ !ÌÂÉÅɊ  

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÈÁÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅ ÌÉÆÅÌÉÎÅ ÔÏ ÍÅ ×ÈÉÌÓÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÎ  
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Well what a turn out we had for our May lunch, wasnôt expecting an awful lot of 

people through the door. We had 47 sitting down to lunch with 8 meals going out 

in to the community. Again we had a few new faces at the table. 

  

Just to entice people, our next meal is, Roast Loin of Pork, Potatoes and Veg  

followed by Mixed Fruit Crumble and Ice Cream. 

 

Please note you donôt have to be a churchgoer to attend our lunch, so if you know 

of anyone, please tell them about us; if they wonôt come on their own, come with 

them and have lunch as well.  

 

See you all on the 30th June. 

 

Andy and Paula 

THE CHEERFUL GIVER  
Sunday Lunch  


